
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



ftie 



THE DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL 



"''*' HALLEY'S COMET. 

The following particulars relative to this comet are 
given by Sir John Herschell : 

" The comet of Halley is so called from the celebrated 
Edmund Halley, who on calculating its elements from its 
perihelion passage in 1682, when it appeared in great 
splendour, with a tail 30 degrees in length, was led to 
conclude i*» identity with the great comets of 153 1 and 
1607, whose elements he had also ascertained. The in- 
tervals of these successive apparitions being 75 and 76 
years, Halley was encouraged to predict its reappearance 
about the year 1759. So remarkable a prediction could 
not fail to attract the attention of all astronomers ; and, 
as the time approached, it became extremely interesting 
to know whether the attractions of the larger planets 
might not materially interfere with its orbitual motion. 
The computation of their influence from the Newtonian 
law of gravity, a most difficult and intricate piece of cal- 
culation, was undertaken and accomplished by Clairaut, 
who found that the action of Saturn would retard its re- 
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turn by" 100 days, and that of Jupiter by no less than 518, 
making in all 618 days; by which the expected return 
would happen later than on the supposition of its retain- 
ing an unaltered period, and that, in short, the time of 
the expected perihelion passage would take place within 
a month, one way or other, of the middle of April, 1759. 
It actually happened on the 12th of March in that year. Its 
next return to the perihelion has been calculated by Messrs. 
Damoiseau and PonteVoulant, and fixed by the former on the 
4th, and by the latter on the 7th of November, 1835, about 
a month or six weeks before which time it may be expect- 
ed to become visible in our hemisphere ; and, as it will 
approach pretty near the earth, will very probably exhibit 
a brilliant appearance, though to judge from the successive 
diminutions of its apparent rise, and the length of its tail 
in its several returns since its first appearances on record, 
(in 1305, 1456, &c.,) we are not now to expect any of 
those vast and awful phenomena which threw our remote 
ancestors of the middle ages into agonies of superstitious 
terror, and caused public prayers to be put up in the 
churches against the comet and its malignant agencies." 
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